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ABSTRACT

This study examines food vendor research over a two-decade period (2005-2023), using both bibliometric and systematic review approaches. Using
data from the Scopus database with 421 articles, the study shows a significant increase in research production, with a focus on food security, consumer
behavior, and the influence of COVID-19. The bibliometric analysis reveals major study issues, such as food safety, sustainability, and the informal
sector, while a systematic examination of the top 20 most-cited publications provides additional insight into the research landscape. This review
emphasizes the need of include time in food accessibility studies, the need for a more nuanced understanding of food deserts, and the increased
interest in organic vegetable marketing and insect eating. Also this is the first article which completely drafted in the perspective of food vendors. The
study concludes by identifying limitations and suggesting future research directions, emphasizing the importance of an interdisciplinary approach,
incorporating qualitative methods, focusing on specific regions, investigating the impact of the internet, and delving deeper into purchasing habits,
sustainability, and socioeconomic impacts. This thorough analysis lays the groundwork for future research, encouraging the creation of more fair,

sustainable, and resilient food systems.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Street food vending is mostly an urban phenomena,This is a
significant portion of the food industry’s unlicensed sector
(Malhotra, 2017). Street food has long been an important element
of all cultures. From tantalizing spicy and sour foods to satisfying
sweet tooth demands, street food is an essential element of all
cultures throughout the world. The street food industry enhances
nations’ tourism, which is especially helpful to countries that rely
significantly on tourism. Street food sellers typically make up a
sizable portion of the unorganized sector and employ a range
of groups that would normally struggle to find work, especially
remote migrants (Paliwal et al., 2023). Millions of people eat

street meals every day, which are conveniently available and very
affordable (Desye et al., 2023). Street food not only affords ease
for many consumers, but it also serves as a source of income for
millions of low-income individuals, contributing significantly
to the economies of many developing nations (Ma et al., 2019).
Street-vended foods are described as products such as beverages
and snacks offered in public spaces that may be eaten anywhere
(Bhattacharjya and Reang, 2014). Street cuisine is distinguished
by three characteristics: it is inexpensive, accessible, and readily
available across the city via kiosks and/or vans stationed at street
markets, festivals, and, particularly, in popular tourist destinations.
One factor that shouldn’t be forgotten is that if you decide to eat
on the street, you will most likely need to do immediately or to
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save money. But also for the joy of being a part of traditions,
locations, and cultural landscapes, regardless of social, cultural,
or economic factors (Bellia et al., 2016).

Food from the street has become a common meal for travellers,
employees, learners, migrants, and vacationers (Malhotra, 2017).
Here are some of the previous explanations concerning street
food sellers, Food vendors are people who provide food, usually
in metropolitan settings, they perform an important role in
delivering cheap meals, particularly for low-income clients, and
contribute to the earnings of families (Tigari and Shalini, 2020).
Food vendors are persons or businesses who offer ready-to-eat
food in public areas such as streets, marketplaces, and gatherings.
This comprises both conventional vendors and innovative food
trucks that provide a variety of culinary experiences (Kowalczyk
and Kubal-Czerwinska, 2020). Street vendors are urban dwellers
that participate in unstructured sales activities to supplement their
income owing to a lack of regular work alternatives, so helping
with urban sustainability and livelihood, Street vendors play an
important part in the informal economy, supplying goods and
services and frequently functioning through social networks.
While past study has looked into different elements of street food
vending, such as safety issues, food quality, operational problems
for vendors, and customer viewpoints, a thorough examination of
this dynamic industry is needed. Such a review would give useful
insights by combining existing information and highlighting future
research needs.

By critically evaluating the current literature on street food
sellers, we may acquire a better knowledge of this complex
and multidimensional sector, which can help influence future
study and policy. This new introduction improves the flow and
includes scholarly language. It also emphasizes the purpose for
your review study by highlighting the importance of a thorough
investigation of street food sellers, which goes beyond previous
research that has concentrated on individual characteristics, this
review paper provides a two-step method to investigating the food
vendor research landscape. First, we do a bibliometric study on
421 publications from the Scopus database. This study will show
where the research on food sellers is coming from geographically,
as well as which nations are leading the way in this subject. We’ll
also highlight the most significant papers and scholars who have
contributed to our present understanding of food sellers. The
study will go deeper into any developing research areas in this
sector, revealing interesting new avenues for future investigations.
Second, we’ll zoom in on the top 20 most-cited articles from
our initial data set through a systematic literature review. This
detailed analysis will take a close look at the research methods and
theoretical frameworks these highly influential studies used. By
examining their research styles, we aim to identify best practices
and potential areas for improvement in the way we approach future
food vendor research. The following sections of this article will be
clearly laid out. First, we’ll break down the specific steps involved
in gathering and analyzing the data. Then, we’ll explain the criteria
we used to choose and evaluate the articles we reviewed. This will
be followed by a deep dive into the results of the bibliometric
analysis and a comprehensive discussion of the systematic
literature review. Finally, we’ll wrap things up by summarizing

International Review of Management and Marketing | Vol 14

the key findings from both analyses and suggesting future research
directions that can help us gain a richer understanding of the ever-
changing landscape of food vendor research. A separate review
article concentrating entirely on street food sellers has yet to be
created. Existing review articles in this topic are often bigger in
scope, addressing the overall business or entrepreneurial scene.
The absence of a comprehensive, food vendor-specific evaluation
limits our understanding of this dynamic industry.

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS

Bibliometric analysis is a common and rigorous approach
for examining vast amounts of scientific data (Donthu et al.,
2021). In the past few years, bibliometric analysis has become
widely used in business studies (Khan et al., 2021). As (Verma
and Gustafsson, 2020) (Donthu et al., 2021) said, bibliometric
analysis is to identify trends in article and journal performance,
collaboration patterns, research elements, and the intellectual
structure of a topic in existing literature. Table 1 shows the clear
objectives and the particular objective’s methods to separate each
part, where Table 2 shows the path break down of research with
word stings with codes to clear out the steps. Bibliometrics will
help the upcoming particular researchers to get to know the field
by viewing a particular documents of review papers, like these
analysis flow and deep discussion of the food vendors domain will
have a clarity of the particular area to make any steps on.

2.1. Main Information

Figure 1 The presented bibliometric data, which spans 2005-
2023 and was processed with biblioshiny in R Studio, provides
a complete picture of Scopus academic output associated to the
search phrase “food vendors.” The dataset, which includes 234
sources and 421 documents, shows an annual growth rate of
13.16%, demonstrating a large rise in research effort on food
sellers. The engagement of 1451 writers, with 75 single-authored
publications and an average of 3.7 co-authors per document,
indicates a significant tendency of collaboration in this sector.
Notably, 28.74% of the documents include foreign co-authors,
demonstrating worldwide research collaborations including food
sellers. The dataset contains 1344 different author keywords that
cover many elements of food vendor study, as well as 18,984
references that highlight the research subjects’ richness and
breadth. The documents had an average age of 6.12 years and
14.1 citations each, demonstrating the research’s relevance and
influence on food sellers. Overall, these measures show a lively
and collaborative research environment with strong international
participation and academic effect on the study of food sellers.
Figure 2 bringing up the review flow with necessary stings and
steps mentioned in it.

3. RESULTS AND INTERPRETATION

3.1. Year Wise Publication Details

The (Figure 3) shows a graphical study of publishing patterns in
food vendor research from 2005 to 2023, based on data gathered
from Scopus. This study includes a total of 421 articles. The
ordinate y-axis depicts the number of publications, while the
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Figure 1: Overall main information

Timespan

2005:2023

Authors of single-authored docs

75

Author’s Keywords (DE)

1344

References

18984

Source: Constructed by authors using Scopus data base

Table 1: Objectives and research methods

Annual Growth Rate

13.16 %

Documents

421

International Co-Authorship

28.74 %

Co-Authors per Doc

3.7

Document Average Age

6.12

Average citations per doc

14.1

Bibliometric analysis

research on it.

To find out the conceptual structure of keywords in food vendors research
To find out the future way and possiblities of food vendors research
To understand various applications, exploring different variables and

Systematic review
factors in food vendors research

To explore the landscape of food vendors research
To find out the publication arc of the food vendors research and countries

Thematic analysis
Countries scientific production

Co occurence analysis
Factorial analysis, treemap analysis.
Citation analysis

Source: Constructed by Authours

Table 2: Stages of review

1 Scopus food AND vendors ) AND
PUBYEAR>2003 AND PUBYEAR<2025
AND ( LIMIT-TO ( SUBJAREA , “soci”
OR LIMIT-TO (SUBJAREA , “busi”)

OR LIMIT-TO (SUBJAREA , “econ”

OR LIMIT-TO (SUBJAREA, “mult”))
AND (LIMIT-TO (DOCTYPE, “ar”))
AND (LIMIT-TO (PUBSTAGE, “final”))
AND (LIMIT-TO (SRCTYPE, “j”)) AND
(LIMIT-TO (LANGUAGE, “English”))
Library (bibliometris), biblioshiny()

Data- Load Data- Import the Exported CSV
file from Scopus Database- run the required
analysis.

Create- Run Map using bibliographic
data-use a required type of visualization to
display the output.

2 Rstudio
3 Biblioshiny
Program

4 VOSviewer

Source: Constructed by Authors

abscissa x-axis shows the year of publication. The graph depicts
a trend: e.g., steady climb, significant growth, or volatility in
academic production on food sellers over the study period.
This indicates an increase in research interest in this area. This
burgeoning field of inquiry could be attributed to a variety of
factors, including growing concerns about public health and safety
in the context of street food vending, the changing landscape of
food cultures around the world, or the growing importance of the
informal food sector in developing countries.

3.2. Publication Details Country Wise

The Figure 4 depicts a bar graph showing the distribution of
the 421 publications evaluated in this study, organized by the
nation or territory in which the research was undertaken. Scopus
is the source of the data. It is crucial to note that the number of

publications does not always correspond to the predominance of
food sellers in a country. According to the studied publications,
the United States has the most published research on food sellers,
followed by China and India. This variation might be attributed to
a variety of causes, such as inequalities in study funding between
nations or the presence of certain food vendor cultures that have
received academic attention.

The Figure 5 likely shows a world map generated by Biblioshiny,
an R package for bibliometric analysis. Countries with deeper
hues or bigger markers are more likely to have a higher number
of scientific publications. In Figure 6, Regions with lighter colors/
smaller markers have a lower publishing volume, according to the
data source. This data often relates to the number of publications
produced or co-authored by researchers from a certain nation. The
top three countries on the list, China, the United States, and the
United Kingdom, are anticipated to be the primary producers of
scientific research. This prominent position may be due to causes
such as, strong government funding for research and development
initiatives may considerably increase a country’s scientific output.
Well-established universities, research institutes, and labs offer
the infrastructure and environment in which researchers can
thrive. A big pool of highly qualified researchers, scientists, and
engineers may considerably boost a country’s scientific production.
Countries such as India, Brazil, and South Korea, which may rank
around the center of the list, might represent emerging producers
in the global scientific scene. International connections with
established research institutes can give significant resources and
experience.

3.3. Three Field Plot for the Study

At the same, Figure 7 illustrates a three-field map produced by a
bibliometric study. The data, most likely obtained from Scopus,
investigates the correlations between cited references (CR), authors
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Figure 2: Review flow diagram

\dentification of studies via Scopus databases ]

Food Vendors

Topic

Data bases: Scopus.

Scopus and coverage

Topic, scope and search string

Documents Type: Articles.
Time frame: 2005 - 2023.
Language: English.

- !

Keywords and search string

(Food AND vendors) AND PUBYEAR > 2003 AND PUBYEAR <
»| 2025 AND ( LIMIT-TO ( SUBJAREA , "soci” ) OR LIMIT-TO (
SUBJAREA , "busi® ) OR LIMIT-TO ( SUBJAREA , "econ” ) OR
LIMIT-TO ( SUBJAREA , "muit® ) ) AND ( LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,

I

"ar" ) ) AND ( LIMIT-TO ( PUBSTAGE , "final” ) ) AND ( LIMIT-TO (
SRCTYPE , "j" ) ) AND ( LIMIT-TO ( LANGUAGE , "english” ) )

Date extracted

> 28 June 2024

v

Record identified
and examined

Record Screening and included

Record included
for bibliometric
analysis

Source: Constructed by author using Scopus data base

Figure 3: Documents by year

These documents have been
excluded from the list based on
title and abstract screening.
Documents totally irrelevant
has been removed.

Figure 4: Documents produced by countries

Scopus

Documents

2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021 2023

Year
Copyright © 2024 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved. Scopus® is a registered trademark of Elsevier B.V.

Source: Constructed by author using Scopus data base

(AU), and author keywords (DE) in the context of food vendor
research. “The plot’s lines link these three fields and indicate their
connections. Here are some other interpretations of the links. The
links between CR and AU show which scholarly publications
are commonly cited by scholars in this discipline. Connections
between CR and DE imply that particular references are related to
specific study themes defined by the author’s keywords. Finally,
the linkages between AU and DE reveal the terms used by writers
to describe their study. For instance, if the keyword “street food
safety” connects to a cluster of cited references by authors like

Scopus

Documents by country or territory

Comp:

United States.
Ghana

United Kingdom
South Africa
Canada

India

Nigeria
Indonesia

Australia

China

°

10 20 30 40 S50 60 70 8 90 100 110 120 130 140

Documents

Copyright © 2024 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved. Scopus® is a registered trademark of Elsevier B.V.

150 160

Source: Compiled by author using Scopus data base

(Mensah et al., 2002) and (Bhowmik,2005), this suggests that
these references are seminal works on this particular aspect of
food vendor research. “Analysing the number of linkages between
certain author keywords might identify new or known study trends
in food vendor research. For example, a collection of publications
and keywords relating to “food truck rules” might indicate a rising
scholarly interest in this topic.” “The three-field plot can also help
identify potential research gaps.” Areas with few keyword links or
a scarcity of recent references may highlight issues that warrant
additional examination.”
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3.4. Most Relevant Sources in the Domain

The Figure 8 illustrates the most commonly referenced sources in
the examined articles about food vendors. The x-axis represents
journal names, and the y-axis indicates the number of document
articles that quote each journal. This data shows that academic
publications published in “Plus One” and “food culture and
society” are the most frequently referenced sources in the field.
This shows that these publications might be valuable platforms for

Figure 5: Countries mapping on documents production

Country Scientific Production

t S
A 4

Source: Constructed by author using Scopus data base

Figure 6: Countries collaboration map on documents

Country Collaboration Map

Longituse

Lattude

Source: Compiled by author using Scopus data base

sharing research on food sellers. Other prominent sources include
British food journal, foods which contribute significantly to the
scholarly discourse on food vendors.

3.5. Most Relevant Authors

Depending on the data source, the Figure 9 will most likely reflect
the most productive authors in terms of scholarly production
connected to food sellers. Authors with a greater document count
authored more papers that were included in the analysis. “The
statistics may also represent collaborative tendencies in the field.
Authors with a high publishing rate may regularly cooperate
with others, thereby inflating their document count. Furthermore,
authorship order may alter the measure, with first authors typically
contributing more to the research. The findings show that writers
with “crush j” publications and “nordhagen s” publications emerge
as prominent contributors based on the number of articles included
in the study. It’s crucial to remember that publication count is
a quantitative indicator that doesn’t always reflect the quality
or effect of individual studies. While our research focuses on
active writers, it is important to recognize that knowledge gaps
may exist. To have a more thorough knowledge of food vendor
research, future study might look at the contributions of researchers
from underrepresented regions or fields, which also represent the
number of sources from a certain affiliations in the Figure 10 which
shows the top 10 affiliations by the sources.

3.6. Thematic Analysis of Keywords Related to Food
Vendor’s Research

Thematic maps depict patterns and correlations among keywords
or phrases found in scholarly publications The Figure 11 depicts
numerous significant topic regions. One major cluster probably
focuses on sustainability and waste management, as demonstrated
by the co-occurrence of terms. In the case of food sellers, the map
is likely to show clusters of terms that appear often in the studied
articles. Keywords such as “sustainable practices,” “food waste
reduction,” and “composting” may appear together, indicating
a thematic emphasis on ecologically friendly food vending

Figure 7: Three field plot on food vendors study

CR AU

Source: Constructed by author using Scopus data base
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Figure 8: Top journals chart on the domain

Most Relevant Sources
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3
3
“
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FOOD SECUR
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(%)
URBAN FORUM o
N. of Documents

Source: Compiled by author using Scopus data base

Figure 9: Top authors on food vendor’s study

Most Relevant Authors

Authors

N. of Documents.

Source: Constructed by author using Scopus data base

Figure 10: Top and most related affiliation to the study

© © © ©

Source: Constructed by author using Scopus data base

operations. Keywords such as “food access,” “food insecurity,”  the role of food vendors in maintaining food security and supply

ERINT3

and “agricultural markets” may appear together, implying study on ~ chain efficiency. Keywords such as “street vending,” “informal
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economy,” and “regulation” may appear together, indicating a
research subject that investigates the socioeconomic elements of
street vending.

3.7. Trend Topics Related to the Key Words

The Figure 12 “Trend Topics” shows the frequency and temporal
patterns of various phrases from 2007 to 2023. The x-axis indicates
the chronology from 2007 to 2023, while the y-axis lists the many
terms under consideration in the study. The size of the bubble
represents how frequently a phrase appears, with larger bubbles
indicating greater frequency. Key observations include COVID-
19°s emergence around 2020 and its high frequency, as seen by
massive bubbles in recent years. Terms like sustainability, Kenya,
and Nigeria have gained popularity over time, with greater bubbles
emerging in recent years. Topics such as child, health behavior,
food safety, adolescent, India, and human have increased in
popularity over the years, particularly after 2015 The food sector,
food, commerce, and marketing have grown more common during
the previous decade. In recent years, phrases such as qualitative
research and food quality have gained popularity and significance.
Africa, the lowest income group, retailing, and public health
had occasional appearances but have increased in recent years.

Figure 11: Thematic map by search domain

human
artice
ankiials humans
animal
bangkok nonhuman
central region [thailand) :
krung thep mahanakhon neighborhood
goverﬁmem
sustainability greater accra
waste management '
agricultural market : food industry
LT E L L L L P LT E LR P L L e P LT s e LER P T EERREL e & fruit = - - - - - o s m e e e
| street vendor
| informal sector
‘governance approach

Development degree
(Density)

food market
food security
thailand food supply
regulatory framework
theoretical studysajes
delhi
learning

supply chains

Relevance degree
(Centrality)

Source: Compiled by author using Scopus data base

COVID-19, sustainability, and health behavior are all developing
subjects that have witnessed significant growth, particularly
during the pandemic time. There is also a geographic emphasis on
nations such as Kenya, Nigeria, and India, indicating a regional
concentration in research or discourse Food and health-related
phrases, such as food safety, the food business, and health-related
themes, have steadily increased. The graph illustrates which topics
have gained or lost popularity over time, reflecting changes in
research, public interest, or industrial focus.

3.8. Words Related Analysis of the Particular Words
Search Domain

The word tree Figure 13 created by the biblioshiny interface on a
dataset of 421 Scopus articles about food sellers attractively depicts
term frequency, with larger boxes indicating more frequency.
Major phrases include “human” (59 occurrences, 6%), “female”
(52, 5%), “article” (49, 5%), and “adult” (44, 5%), indicating an
emphasis on human topics and gender-related. concerns. Food-
related phrases include “food market” 35, 4%, “food security” 26,
3%, “food supply” 25, 3%, and “food safety” 20, 2%, all of which
show concerns about food distribution, safety, and the industry.
Geographical target areas include the United States 21, 2%, India
19, 2%, Ghana 17, 2%, and Nigeria 12, 1%, with demographics
including adolescents 20, 2%, middle-aged 19, 2%, and young
adults 20, 2%.

Terms such as “diet” 15, 2% and “nutrition” 14, 1% highlight
health and nutrition issues. Methodological phrases like
“controlled study” 13, 1%, “cross-sectional study” 13, 1%,
and “questionnaire” 11, 1% stand out. The map shows a strong
interest in the informal sector 16, 2%, street sellers 18, 2%, and
economic topics such as “economics” (12, 1%) and “marketing”
(12, 1%). This image emphasizes the interdisciplinary nature of
food vendor research.

The word cloud Figure 14 created by Biblioshiny illustrates the
main topics and focus points in a corpus of academic literature.
Notable phrases such as “human,” “humans,” “female,” “male,”
“adult,” “adolescent,” “young adult,” and “middle aged”

Figure 12: Trending and Niche topics

Term

(X 1 ]
(XX ]
(XX}

00

Term frequency

(X1 ]
00
@000

%
-

2007
2008
20m
2013

2018

2007
2019
2021
2023

Year

Source: Constructed by author using Scopus data base
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Figure 13: Word tree map by key words
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Figure 14: Word cloud by keywords
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Source: Constructed by author using Scopus data base

indicate a broad focus on human themes across demographics.
The use of terminology like “food security,” “food safety,”
“food market,” “food supply,” “food quality,” and “nutrition”
demonstrates a strong scholarly focus on food-related concerns
such as supply sufficiency, safety requirements, and nutritional
content. Furthermore, terminology such as “catering service,”
“street vendor,” “food industry,” “commerce,” and “retailing”
emphasize the commercial and industrial aspects of food research.
The emphasis on “urban area” and “urban population” shows
a particular interest in urban environments and inhabitants.
Furthermore, terminology like “consumption behavior” and
“feeding behavior” refer to studies of people’s and groups’
eating habits and activities. The terms “governance approach”
and “informal sector” refer to study on governance tactics and
informal economic activity related to food. The word “COVID-19”
implies an academic investigation of the pandemic’s influence
on food-related concerns. Geographic references to nations such
as “United States,” “India,” “China,” “Ghana,” and “Nigeria”
demonstrate the worldwide reach of the research. Finally, the use

International Review of Management and Marketing | Vol 14 ¢ Issue 6 * 2024

of research procedures such as “controlled study” and “cross-
sectional studies” demonstrates the scientific rigour used in these
academic inquiries.

The “Most Relevant Words” Figure 15 provides a visual
examination of the frequency of various keywords in a given text
or batch of texts. The vertical axis displays the keywords, while the
horizontal axis shows how many times each term appears. The size
of the bubbles represents the frequency of each term, with larger
bubbles signifying more occurrences. The term “human” appears
the most frequently, with 59 instances, followed by “female” 52
occurrence, “article” 49 occurrences, “adult” 44 occurrences,
“humans” 43 occurrence, and “male” 4. Food-related keywords
such as “food market,” “food security,” “food supply,” and “food
safety” appear as well, but at lesser frequency of 35, 26, 25, and 24.

3.9. Processing of Scopus Extracted Data using VOS
Viewer Software

The citation analysis provided by VOSviewer for 421 publications
on food vendor studies in Figure 16 gives a thorough visualisation
of'the intellectual landscape and subject groupings in this academic
domain. Each node in the graphic represents a single study, and
its size indicates the number of citations obtained. The nodes are
organized into clusters, each depicted by a different hue to show
thematic similarities and co-citations. The green cluster, which
includes notable works such as (Adane et al., 2018) and, (Hiemstra
et al., 2006), may focus on the health and economic aspects of
food vending. The red cluster, which includes (Gupta et al., 2018)
and (Otoo et al., 2012), is expected to focus on food safety and
policy consequences. Other significant clusters include the blue
cluster, typified by (Henderson et al., 2012), and the yellow cluster,
represented by (Blekking et al., 2017), which may contain regional
studies and comparative analysis, respectively. Central nodes, such
as (Rheinlénder et al., 2008), are extremely significant, showing
essential references that serve as the foundation for several later
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Figure 15: Most relevant keywords by search
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investigations. In contrast, peripheral nodes such as (Martin, 2014)
reflect lesser-known or specialized works in the subject.

The depicted bibliographic coupling network map, created with
VOSviewer, depicts the scholarly landscape of research on food
sellers. The network depicts clusters of articles connected by
shared references, emphasizing the field’s intellectual structure.
Notably, the Figure 17 depicts discrete clusters, with major writers
and works like “Worobey et al. (2022)” forming substantial nodes,
showing their essential function and impact. Each hue represents a
distinct topic cluster within the discipline, with nodes representing
specific works and connections indicating the intensity of
their bibliographic linkage. The position and size of the nodes
indicate the importance and interdependence of these research.
For example, “Huang et al. (2018)” and “Widener and Shannon
(2014)” are regarded as significant works in their respective fields.
This graphic helps to identify important contributors and analyze
topic progression and collaboration patterns in the field of food
vendor research.

International Review of Management and Marketing | Vol 14 ¢

The Figure 18 of co-occurrence network analysis, performed
with VOSviewer, indicates unique topic clusters in the scholarly
literature on food markets, safety, and nutrition. The red cluster
focuses on the informal economy and street food sector, with
topics such as urban policy, street vendors, and the impact of
COVID-19. The green cluster highlights food safety and public
health, with important phrases such as food contamination,
cleanliness, and microbiology highlighting the need of proper
food handling methods. The blue cluster focuses on human
nutrition and consuming behavior, including research on dietary
patterns, eating behavior, and cross-sectional surveys. Finally,
the yellow cluster investigates food supply and market dynamics,
including the efficiency of food systems, value chain analysis,
and the significance of local food markets. This report gives a
thorough picture of the research landscape, emphasizing the
interdependence of these crucial areas and providing significant
insights for improving knowledge and tackling difficulties in food
markets and safety.
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Figure 17: Bibliographic coupling
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Figure 18: Co-occurrence analysis
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The co-occurrence network analysis in Figure 19, which uses
VOSviewer to map terms that appear at least 10 times, identifies
three major theme clusters in the scholarly literature on food
markets, safety, and nutrition. The red cluster focuses on the
informal sector and food security, using phrases like “food
market,” “urbanization,” “street vendors,” “food supply,” and
“COVID-19,” to illustrate the issues encountered by informal
food markets as well as the pandemic’s impact on food security.
The green cluster focuses on human nutrition and consumption
patterns, encompassing phrases such as “human,” “nutrition,”
“diet,” “cross-sectional studies,” and “consumer behavior,”

EEINT3

indicating study on dietary habits and variables influencing food
choices. The blue cluster focuses on food safety and public health,

using phrases like “food safety,” “food contamination,” “hygiene,”
“microbiology,” and “public health,” highlighting the need of
ensuring food safety and mitigating foodborne disease risks.
This network analysis gives a thorough picture of interrelated
research issues, providing important insights for future study and
policymaking in these vital areas.

3.10. Systematic Literature Review and Assessment of
Highly Cited Articles

A systematic review summarizes information on a specific topic
using a systematic approach and a clear study plan (Tawfik
etal., 2019). To learn about specific research topics, a systematic
literature review will play an important role. This review has been
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Figure 19: Co-occurrence analysis of 10 times repetitive words
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used to get insight on food sellers from diverse study perspectives,
the Table 3 showing highly cited articles using Scopus data base by
certain search results to show the variation in a domain research.

4. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The thorough investigation of food vendor research using
bibliometric analysis and a systematic literature review has
revealed vital insights into the changing environment of this
dynamic business. The area of food vendor research is seeing a
spike in scholarly interest, owing to a number of issues, including
increased worries about food safety, the expansion of the informal
sector, and the growing relevance of sustainable food systems.
This thorough bibliometric and systematic analysis of two decades
of research reveals a dynamic environment with a worldwide
emphasis on major subjects including food security, consumer
behavior, and the influence of COVID-19. The Huanan Seafood
Market was identified as an early hotspot of the COVID-19
epidemic, and confidence in local food networks plays a critical
role, among other key discoveries, Furthermore, the study
emphasizes the relevance of time in food accessibility research, as
well as the need for a more nuanced understanding of food deserts.
The data also suggests an increasing interest in the marketing of
organic vegetables in West Africa, as well as the potential for
insect eating to combat malnutrition. It acquired a complete grasp
of the multifaceted features of food vendor research by examining
publication patterns, topic analysis, and highly cited works in
above review (Tsai and Wang, 2017; Worobey et al.,2022; Feagan
and Morris, 2009; Rheinlander et al., 2008; Aydinoglu and Krishna,
2010; Widener and Shannon, 2014; Hao et al.,2020; Luczaj et
al.,2013; Moore, 2006; Huang et al.,2018; Wang et al.,2020; Gupta
etal., 2018; Wittman et al.,2012; Schuetz et al.,2012; Barennes et
al.,2015; Roy etal., 2017; Adane et al., 2018; Probst et al., 2012;
Henderson et al., 2012; Stellingwerf et al., 2018).

The finding of research gaps, methodology intricacies, and major
theme areas has laid a solid platform for future study in this area.
Furthermore, the compilation of data from the systematic review
offered insight on the present level of knowledge about street
food vending, with significant consequences for practice and
policy. By examining the most referenced publications and study
methodology, researchers may identify best practices and areas
for development, ultimately improving the standard and relevance
of future food vendor research. The systematic review has not
only unified current knowledge, but has also opened the door
to new research areas that might address developing difficulties
and possibilities in the food vendor business. In conclusion, the
combination of bibliometric analysis and systematic literature
review has improved our understanding of food vendor research,
highlighting its importance in public health, cultural heritage, and
economic growth. This review article serves as the foundation
for future scholarly initiatives in the topic of street food vending,
providing a road map for scholars, regulators, and industry partners
to navigate the complexity of this thriving industry. We can develop
environmentally friendly methods, improve food safety, and
increase the socioeconomic achievements of street food sellers
throughout the world by embracing the multidisciplinary character
of food vendor research and harnessing the insights gained from
this thorough examination.

5. LIMITATIONS AND FUTURE RESEARCH
SUGGESTIONS

While this extensive analysis gives useful insights into the changing
environment of food vendor research, it is vital to recognize several
limitations. The use of Scopus as the major data source may
remove significant articles from less-indexed journals or regional
papers, thereby biasing research from industrialized nations.
Furthermore, focusing on certain subjects such as food safety, food
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security, and consumer behavior may result in overlooking other
important areas of food vendor study. The statistical emphasis of
bibliometric analysis, which is mainly based on citation counts,
may not adequately convey the quality or influence of individual
research. Future research should address these limitations by taking
an interdisciplinary approach, incorporating qualitative methods,
focusing on specific regions, researching the impact of the internet,
exploring policy implications, and delving deeper into buying
habits, sustainability, and social-economic impacts. By filling
these gaps, future research may contribute to a more thorough and
nuanced knowledge of the complex and multidimensional world
of food sellers, thereby promoting the creation of more egalitarian,
sustainable, and resilient food systems for all.
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